Bridges to the Community: All School Sing
November 2016 Feierside Chat

Hi, welcome to the next installment of the Feierside Chats. Hope you are all enjoying this beautiful fall. You are well into this school year and may even be planning for the next. This is another idea in the series titled Bridges to the Community; ways to musically connect, not only to your students, but to your faculty, staff, administration, parents, and even larger community: to get everyone involved. Today’s topic is….the All School Sing. This is not a new idea. People have been gathering to sing together for ages, whether organized or not.  I want to share with you a few ideas and resources that I have found that work very well in this type of setting.

There is no one way to have an all school sing. You do whatever you can with the space and schedule you have. Once a week? Every other week? Once a month? Once every two months? 15 minutes? 30 minutes? Some schools have it in the morning when everyone is being dropped off; some have it at the end of the day when students are being picked up. Some have it at lunch, a captive audience. Whatever works for you is what works! You are looking for an opportunity to bring everyone together.

History: After taking a Peter and Mary Alice Amidon workshop where they talked about an all school sing, I was inspired. I thought, I want to do that! So I spoke to my principal, who was also interested in the idea of fostering a sense of community. Since it was not in the schedule, she arranged to have everyone gather the first Friday of each month for 15 minutes, because she could squeeze that into the schedule. That way, parents, picking up their children, could also be involved. So we were off, everyone loved the idea of being all together in one space. Everyone had a blast and went out tapping their toes and singing. It was a huge success. So when it was time to schedule for the next year, a designated slot was created for each Friday for a half hour. As with all wonderful ideas, this began to take on a life of its own.

SINGING TOGETHER: PRIMARY FOCUS
Great time to bring out those echo songs, call and response songs, rounds, camp songs, partner songs, songs with ostinati, cumulative songs; material that is probably already in your repertoire and being taught in your classes.    As much fun as it is there, its even more thrilling when there are 400 voices joining together. If you bring out a round, teach the melody the first time, second time, then try it as a round the following. It works. Even the youngest kindergarten children are able to join in when supported by the older children singing with them and around them. Watch their faces; they revel in the gorgeous harmonies that can be had when singing in this setting. 

Several other categories you may want to think about and try.
 
CLAPPING GAMES. They don’t have to be standing; they can clap on the floor or clap on their body or with the person sitting next to them. Don’t worry about placement; everybody always finds a partner, quickly and with no difficulty. Remember your teachers, administration and parents are there, as well. 

MOVING
This is also a great opportunity to move together and expressively, as a community. Have everyone stand and do a Move It or a stationary action song, such as Cousin Peter or Long Legged Sailor or Sailor Went to Sea Sea Sea. Get the wobbles out then sit down and continue with singing.

OTHER MEDIA
I love singing folk song picture books with my students in my classroom. They sit, quietly, close by my rocking chair, rapt, enthralled as I first sing, and then later show them beautiful pictures of Momma, Buy Me a China Doll or Risseldy Rosseldy. Imagine then, holding 300-400 students spellbound at the same time. It happens. I create a Power Point of the book and project it on the screen as we all watch and sing along Comin’ Around the Mountain or I’ve Been Working on the Railroad. Perhaps a grade level is studying jazz; put up Duke Ellington by Brian and Andrea Davis Pinkney, with its swirly jazzy pictures while Ellington’s music is playing and a guest narrator is reading from the book. Now, not only one grade level knows about Ellington, but your entire school community knows about him, as well. Can you imagine the conversations at home? In the classroom? Perhaps a student decides to research Ellington, making further connections between home and school. This is very important; this is also a wonderful way to make your parents aware of what goes on in music class. We have also done Peter and the Wolf the same way. Our superintendent was our guest narrator! Great way to let your administration know the power of music in the life of your school community.




OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
As I tell my colleagues, an all school sing is not meant to be “The Lillie Show”. It is meant to be a shared experience, and that means adults, as well. It is also important to model for the students that all people are musical and should celebrate and enjoy music; it is not just something we do twice a week for 30 minutes in the confines of a music classroom. To that end, I do everything I can to invite my colleagues to lead, if they are comfortable and able. For instance, one teacher led an all school sing one October Friday and brought in a few bales of hay and some camping gear and led us in old camp fire songs. We had a blast. I found out who played instruments. A third grade teacher played the trombone in a pick up band. I asked him to bring it in…he started by sharing with his students, then brought it to an all school sing and played for us. Later, he would play with us, adding a great accompaniment to our singing. Our Special Ed teacher is an accomplished flutist and even plays in a chamber ensemble. She or I would write simple flute accompaniments. I discovered that a para professional played the recorder and….same thing. I found out one of our speech teachers was involved with amateur theatre and has leads in many musicals. Enlist her! She thrilled us all. Don’t forget your middle school, high school and university performers are great resources, as well. We’ve had dancers, singers and instrumentalists come to lead us and enlighten us. What a wealth of musical experience over the course of a year. 

We didn’t do this all the time, but I want to make you aware of the endless possibilities. As I said at the beginning, it begins to take on a life of its own. All of these experiences help our students see that music is enjoyed in many ways and for a lifetime.  

OTHER CULTURES
Lastly, this also provides a wonderful opportunity to share songs from other cultures, perhaps of those in your school community. Celebrate Chinese New Year or Cinco de Mayo as a community. I find that teachers take some of the themes or songs that have been introduced and enjoyed at our All School Sing and build on it in their own classrooms. What a wonderful extension of the power of music.

RESOURCES
You probably already have many of them in your music classroom library.
The Amidons
Jill Trinka
Johns work
Any book you want to share can easily be loaded into a power point for all to see and sing. 

SO
If you’re already hosting an All School Sing, great. Perhaps I’ve given you an idea or two for extensions or additions. If you’re not currently involved, please do consider bringing up the idea with your administration. It is a win-win-win situation for everyone in your community.   

Thanks and take care.
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